Data Supplement S1: Search strategy
MEDLINE (via Ovid SP)

Date range searched: 1 January 1995 to 21 December 2014.
Date searched: 21 December 2014.
Search strategy

1. *Emergency Medical Services/

2. emergency care.ti,ab.

3. urgent care.ti,ab.

4. *Ambulances/

5. ambulance*.ti,ab.

6. (emergency adj2 service*).ti,ab.

7. EMS.ti,ab.

8. *Emergency Service, Hospital/

9. emergency department*.ti,ab.

10. ED.ti,ab.

11. “accident and emergency”.ti,ab.
12. A&E.ti,ab.

13. emergency unit*.ti,ab.

14. or/1-13

15. trend*.ti,ab.

16. *“Health Services Needs and Demand”/
17. demand*.ti,ab.

18. Crowding/

19. crowding.ti,ab.

20. or/15-19

21.14 and 20



22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

*Empirical Research/

empirical.ti,ab.

cause*.ti,ab.

*“Aged, 80 and over”/ or *Aged/ or *Population Dynamics/
ageing population.ti,ab.

reason*.ti,ab.

factor*.ti,ab.

22 or23 or 24 or25o0r 26 o0r 27 or 28

21and 29

22 or 23

21and 31

Empirical Research/

23 0r33

21and 34

limit 35 to yr="2003 -Current”

from 36 keep 1,3,5,7,9-10,12,14,17,20-21,24,28
((rise or rising or increas*) adj3 (demand* or use* or using or utili* or access*)).ti,ab.
14 and 38

“rising demand” .ti,ab.

16 or 40

14 and 41

14 and 40

((rise or rising or increas*) adj3 demand®*).ti,ab.
14 and 44

limit 45 to yr="2003 -Current”

from 37 keep 1-13

from 46 keep 2,7-8,15,17,19-20,22-29,31-34,36,41-42,48-52,54-58,60-61,64-67,69-70,72-74,76,



79-85,87,89,91-92,96,98-100

49. from 46 keep 101-102,104-107,109,111,117,122,125-127,129-130,133,135-138,140-141,143-
145,

147-151,153,156,159-160,162,168-169,171-177,181,184-185,188-192,194
50. 48 or 49

51. from 50 keep 1-112

52.250r 26

53.14 and 52

54. limit 53 to yr="2003 -Current”

55. 54 not 46

56. from 55 keep 1,3,7-8,12,14,16-19,22,24,27-28,30-34,36-37,39-54,56-57,59-60,64,66-67,70-
71,73-75

57. from 56 keep 1-49

58.18 or 19

59. 14 and 58

60. limit 59 to yr="2003 -Current”
61.36 0r46 or 54

62. 60 not 61

63. crowding.ti.

64. *Crowding/

65.63 or 64

66. 14 and 65

67.66 not 61

68. emergenc*.ti.

69. 63 and 68

70.69 not 61

71. limit 70 to yr="2003 -Current”

72. limit 69 to (english language and yr="1995 -Current”)



73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

limit 53 to (english language and yr="1995 -Current”)
limit 45 to (english language and yr="“1995 -Current”)
limit 35 to (english language and yr="“1995 -Current”)
72or73o0r740r75

or/15-17

14 and 77

34 and 78

limit 79 to (english language and yr="“1995 -Current”)

73 or 74 or 80



